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SATURDAY, JULY 17TH, 1920.

SOME PRINCIPLES AND AN
EXPERIMENT.

1 responding to the invitation of the Annual Repre-
sentativeMeeting to speak on the Interim Report of the
Medical Consultative Council, its chairman appealed to
the profession to look at the position seriously. It was
perhaps hardly necessary to make such an appeal, for
the profession is profoundly interested. Of this our
recent issues have afforded many instances, and again
this week many pages of the JOURNAL are occupied

- by reports of events anid discussions bearing more or

less directly upon the many and difficult problems
which arise. The discussion has centred round the
lnterim Report of the MedicalConsultative Council,
b nd Lord 'Dawson of Pennhhas not spared time or

trouble in explainingtto meetings of the profession the
main features of the scheme. He has steadily main-

tained that the public, deeply moved by questions
concerning the better treatment of disease, is looking
to the medical profession for guidance. The main
object of the Consultative Council's report is to afford
the profession concrete proposals for its consideration
and criticism. Already the air is being cleared in this
way, and eventually the profeSSion, having formed its
own opinion on main priniciples, will be 'in a position
to give the public and the legislature the guidance
both recognize they nieed.
We will not attempt anything in the nature of a

full investigation of thewhhle complexm mater, but it
seems desirable to call attention to a few recent events.
It will be remembered that the Representative Meeting
discussed the scheme of the report in a general way,
and formulated certain principles, which will be sub-
mitted to the Divisions in the course of amuemorandum
the MinistryoofHI;ealth Committee isenlgaged in pre-

paring. The first principle adopted was that the
establishment of primary healthl centres is the pivotal
idea of the changes recommended in the report. The
second was that any system for the prevention of
disease, as well as for its treatment,should be based
on doiniciliary health service, and that general practi-

tioners should be actively encouraged in the practice
of both. Thethird was that the localhealtlh authority
for each area should contain adequate represenitation
of the medical profession in the area and of other
persons or bodies engaged in public health work. The
Representative Meeting also reiterated the opinion it
had previously expressed that a whole-time salaried
State service would be detrimental to the best interests
of both the public and the medical profession.
The discussion at the meeting of the Bath and

Bristol Branch on July gth- (page 83) was for several
reasons particularly-informing. One reason was that
the area of the Branch includes a part of Gloucester-
shire, and the meeting had an opportunity of hearing
from Dr. J. Middleton Martin, County Medical Ofcer,
an exposition of the plan which- has- been develp
4here. - In its general features it nearly resembles that.
of the Consultative Council,-but there-- are differ-ences
't'raeaIAe to specialH-ocal- conditions and fnanhle

sdratioas. LoM Diivson in this connexion empha-
aSiw,tbi" fact ar h.O'bIs Co unci-el -ib
'rSfZtaeort of waS, ; * <p' u l lat'' >-h e me8- Wpn o n n

d

,

while intended to serve the professio-n as a guide
to the p'rinciples, governing the present situation,
was capable of indefinite adaptation to special cir-
cumstances. TheGlouuestershire scheme proposes
theim Mediate establishment of thirty-three centres,
varying very much in size and equipment. Out-
patient departments are to be opened up at
existing cottage hospitals and at a number of out-
stations of the general hospitals. The county
is divided into four hospital areas related to the
general hospitals of Gloucester, Bristol, Stroud, and
Cheltenham, the last-named area being subdivided
into a home district dependent on the Cheltenham
General Hospital and a Cirencester district, there
being a cottage hospital of eighteen beds in that
town. The scheme, Dr. Martin states, has been
accepted by the county council, the general hospitals,

andthe general practitioners of the county. It
will

be administered by a board of management consisting
of representatives of the county council and its com-
mittees, of the War Pensions Committees of the hos-
pitals in Gloucester, Cheltenham, Stroud, and Bristol,
and of the British Red Cross Society, a sum Of £7,000
having been given by the Joint Council towards the
total expenditure of £14 ',00, which it is estimated
will be sufficient to set the scheme going. The annual
expenditure is estimated to be £15,oo0, but as the
hospitals and out-stations will be used for the com-
munal services of the county this expenditure will, in
large part at least, be met from the funds in the
hands of the county council, including contributions
from the Ministry of Pensions and the Ministry of
Heat..

Lord Dawson in his speeches at Bristol welcomiied
the Gloucestershire scheme, as, fortwo reasons, was
to be expected. First, because Gloucestershire will
provide a working test, in its application to mixed
rural and industrial areas, of a scheme analogous
to that of the Consultitive Council; and secondly,
because the utilization of existingcottage hospitals as
primary centres is part of the scheme of the Consulta-
tive Council. We publish this week a letter from Dr.
J. N. Marshall of Rothesay, showing that a system,
evolved in the Island of Bute and based on the Rothe-
say Cottagre Hospital, has worked thoroughlly well for
twenty-five years, gradually increasing its usefu'lness
during that period. Thelhospital containsI3 beds;
the average daily number of in-patients during 19i8
was between eight and nine. Nearlv all the patients
*pay something, varying from7s. a week to 42s., the
amount paid by an occupant of one of the three
private vards. All practitioners in the island are
members of the staff of the hospital. The fearhas
been expressed that the right of every practitioner to
send cases to the hospital mighlt occasionally cause
difficulties owing to the limited in-patient accommo-
dation, but Dr. Marslhall states that in practice no
such difficulties have arisen.
The report of the Consultative Council expressed

the opinion thiat existing Poor Law infirmaries
might be adapted to the purposes of primarly centres1
andlhere again events are marching in the direction
suggested.' In response to representatiorns of the
Sheffield Division (p. 93) one of the boards of guar-
dians responsible for thle area has agreed to place
IO,o beds itt its hospital at the disposal of the public
to reliev, the congestion of the voluntary hospitals.
May-y:membes of the profession fear that the

seheniie of the Consultative Counicilt will lead on to a.
whole'-tim&e' State m.thedical.- service, -~whic~h -thie'British,
Medical Association has declared wOuJdbhe-detrime'nt&I
to t ibest ii"terests of the publianzad of the medicai

[ prepion. It is not to b. denied that tre are
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grounds for the fear that an effort may be made to
thrust such a service on the country against the wishes
of the mnedical profession. Thlere is much weight in
L-rd Dawson's contention-that if a whole-time
salaried State service is to be avoided the profession
mutist bo prepared withl an alterriative. At present that
0fered by thelreport of the Cotnsultative Council holds
thie field, and, as this issue of the JOURNAL shovWs,
eviclence is accumuLlating that the general body of the
medical pr-ofession, bothl consulta'nts and general
practitioners, is disposed to look upon it with favour.

THE PRELIMINARY SCIENTIFIC SUBJECTS
AND THE CURRICULUM.

THE number of the sectionis at the Anlnual Mleetina
of the AssOciation varies from11 year to year; some are
constant, others appear intermittently. That at this

meeting there should be a sectioil o'n medical education
was doubly appopriate-first, because it was in accord
witlh the genlius loci, since Cambridge is a chief seat of

sound learning, and secondly, because i'n these days
of active reconstruction and, it is to be aniticipated, of
considerable change and reform, medical education is
in all our thoughts. Sir George Newman, the Presi-
dent of the Section, in hiis introductory address, after
dealing withi the present problems of medical education
generally, wetnt on to consider some of t3l-I aspects of
the special subject for discussion, " The place of pre-
liminary science in the medical curriculum." That
tlle five years' medical curriculunrl is overloaded all
*who took part in the debate admitted, and they agtreed
also that it is important to liglhten without lengthening
the course. But tlhere was no suggestion of abandon-
ing the teaclling of chemistry, plhysics, and biology;
on the contrary, thieir progressive itnportance was

emplasized, bult the speakers advocated improved
methiods of instruction and a closer correlation with
the science and art of medicine.

Sir Ernest Rutherford anid Professor Smithells
declared that the instruction in physics aind chemistiy
now given to medical students was very unisatisfactory.
To provide a constructive policy it is necessary to
ascertain the causes of the failure; the system of
schedules-often of some antiquity-in thie e subjects
seriously h-ampers the teaclher, and by keeping hinm
in a narrow furrow prevents any elasticity in his
presentation of the subj6ct; closely allied is thie wrant
of correlatiotn between these preliminary scien tific
subjects on] tlhe one band, and biology, plhysiolog,y,
pathology, and medical practice on tihe other hand.
It has' becomie most essential to lin'k up thie subjectS,
and so do away witlh their splendid isolation in water-

tighlit compartments. At present the average medical
,tudent regards his trainingr in pLelimninary science as
a labour to be surmounted and the sulbjects forgolten
as soon as possible: usually the latter-aim is success-
fully attained witlhout any long delay; probably only
a wise modification of the present methods of teachling
these subjects is required in order to change the
students' attitude. The consensus of opinion was
generally in favour of school instruction in clhemistry
and -physics, not with the object of getting them
out of the way, 1,ut to enable furtler teachling and
correlation witlh medicine to be more effectually carriel
out after registration as a student. The miaethlod of
special classes for medical students adopted at Edin-
burglh by Proffessor Barger and by otlhers elsewvlere
is a move in thie right direction. In biology, whlich
lhas even more intimate relations with medicine and
pathology, the case for school instruction is not
3s strong as for the other two preliminary,isciences,

for, as Sir E. Rutherford pointed out, a reasonable
acquaintance with physics and chemistry is a neqes-
sary preliminary; further, it is not so easily dealt
witlh at secondary schools as in medical colleges,
wlhere it can be -made -both -useful and interestirng
by correlation with parasitology anid witlh other
practical aspects of clinical work. Altlhoughl at first
siglht it miight appear that time would be saved and
thie currictulum lighltened by banislhing the preliminary
subjects to the secondary schools, thiis is niot the
wlhole matter, for, as Professor Hickson points out,
this step miglht tend to lower the standard of
eduication, both special and general, and so medical
education would suffer rather than gain.

Professor Keith, who, probably intentionally, rather
overstated the case in declaring that the urgent
problem was the education of the teachers ratlher
tlhant of the students, insisted on the importance of
showinig the students the practical applications of
the preliminary sciences. In this hie lhad many
supporters, but lie went further, and urged that the
science teachers should not only be medically quali-
fied, but should keep their clinical knowledge up to
practice pitch. From experience gained as a patho-
logical teacher Professor Lorrain Smitlh mliaintained
that it was desirable to continue the instruction in
WIhat are called thie preliminary sciences through-
out the various stages of the curriculum by special
biochemical and biophysical teachers, wlo would
enable studenits to enter more thorouglilv into
metabolic and other problems.
The whole course of the debate showed that

teaclier3 of the preliminary subjects lhave become
alive to tlle need for what may be called concentra-
tion in teaclhing. Thie opinion of the meetitng as
summarized was thlat clhemnistry and plhysics shiculd
be school subjects, and that evidence of a knowledge
of thiem up to matriculation standard shiould be re-
quired of a medical student before registration as
suchi. Thie recommendation that the earliest age at
whlicli a candidate should be allowed to register
as a m<edical student slhould be I7 was perhaps a
colrollary.

THE FUNERAL SERVICE FOR GENERAL GORGAS
AT ST. PAUL'S.

TIIE funeral service of Major-General William Crawford
Gorgas, K.C.M.G., D.S.M., late Surgeon General of the
United States army, was lheld on July 9th in St. Paul's
Catihedlral at noon. Tie coein ivas borne fromn the Queen
Alexandra Military Hospital at Millbank, where General
Gorgas died, on a gun carriage of the Royal Horse
Artillery. It was escorted by six military pall-bearers-
Major-Generals Sir W. G. Macpherson, A. '. Blenkinsop,
Sir G. B. Stauistreet, and Colonels 0. L. Robinson, H. A.
Hinge, and J. R. McMunn of the Army Medical Service.
Headcd by the band of the Coldstreain Guards, the
military escort, unaer the command of Briaadlier-General
Stecle, marched along the -Embankment towards the
catbedral. General Gorgas's saddled charger, led by a
dismounted Lifeguardsman, followed the guu carriage.
During tlle progress of tlhe funeral procession through thle
streets a salute of minute guns was fired in Hyde Park.
On the steps at the west end of the catlhedi al the coffin
was met by the Dean and cathedral clergy, wlo. preceded
it up tlho nave, the choir singing sentences from the burial
service set to Croft's music. Tlho pall-bearera, in tlhe cathe-
dral were the naval and military attaches of the United
States Embassy; Sir Antlhony Bowlbv, tlhe newly elected
P'resident of the Royal College of Surgeons of England;
Major General Sir Havelock Charl6s, Medical Adviser to
t-he Secretary of State for India; Brigadier-G.eneral John
Finuey, of the United States Army Medical Service;
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JULY 17, 1920] 'EPSOM COLLEGE.

Lieut.-Colonel Sir James Kingston Fowler, M.D., repre-
senting the Colonial Office; Surgeon Rear Admiral Sir R.
Hill, Medical Director-General of tlle Navy; Sir George
Makins, late President of thle Royal College of Surgeons;
Dr. Charles Mayo, of Roclhester, New York; Sir Norman
Moore, President of tlhe Royal College of -Physicians of-
London; Sir Humphry Rolleston, President of the Royal
Society of Mcdicine; Professor W. J. R. Simpson, Vice-
President of tlle Society of Tropical Medicine and
Hygiene, and Mr. Henry S. Welleome. There was a very
large conigregation in the Cathedral, and under the dome
stood official representatives of Royal persons, govern-
ments and institutions. The King was -epresented by
Lieut.-General Sir John Goodwinl, Director-General of the
Army Medical Service; Queen Alexandra, by Colonel Sir
Heury Streatfield; and the Duke of Connaughlt, Colonel-
in-Chiief of the Royal Army Medical Corps, by Colonel
Sir Edwar(d Wortlhington. The American Ambassador
and Mrs. Davis attended, and the widow was accompanied
by Major-General Noble, of thle United States Army. His
Majesty's Government was represented by Dr. Addison,
Minister of Healtli, and the Army Council by Major-
-General Sir G. F. Ellison. There were representatives of
the Higlh Commissioners of the Dominious, aud officials
of thle Admiralty, War Office, Foreign Office, and of South
American Republics. Tllere were also many naval
and military officers from the United States and a
large numllber of prominent Americans resident in
London or visiting, this country. Dr. Alexander Gran-
ville represenited the Egyptian Government, Colonel
Sir Lisle Webb the Ministry of Pensions, Lord
Gosclhen the Medical Research Council, Sir Donald
MacAlister the General Medical Council, Sir David Bruce
the Royal Society, Dr. Alexander Blacklhall-Morison the
Royal College of Plhysicians of Edinburghl, and Professor
Sir Arcllibald Garrod the University of Oxford. The
President, to his regtret, was unable to attend, but the
British Aledical Association was represented by the Clhair-
man of Representative Meetings, the Treasurer, and the
Medical Secretary, and tlle BIRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL by
Dr. N. G. Hormier (Assistant Editor). Wlhen the cele-gy and
chloir lhad reaclhed their stalls, and tlle coffin, covered with
the Stars and Stripes, lhad been placed on the catafalque
under tlle doine, the clloir sang the 90tlh Psalm. Tlle
lesson was read by tlhe Dean of St. Paul's, from 1 Cor. xv.
Tlhe following hymns were sung: "Nearer, my God, to
Tlhee," "Lead, kindly Light," and the Republican battle
lhymn, " Mine eyes have £een tlle glory of the coming of
the Lord," never, we suppose, heard in St. Paul's before.
As tlle coffin was carried out to tlle West Door, tlle band
cf tlle 2nd Life Guards, stationed on tlle Clhancel steps,
played Clhopin's Marche Fionebre, wllile all the congrega-
tion stood. The body was conveyed back to the hospital
by mnotor and was taken thence by train to Soutlhampton,
for -interment in the United States. The service was
deeply imipressive and will not be forgotten by any who
were present. All felt tllat it was fitting that the higlhest
honour this country could pay him should be paid to
William Crawford Gorgas, the great medical administrator,
who died in our midst.

EPSOM COLLEGE.
FOUNDER'S DAY will be celebrated at Epsom College on
Tuesday next, July 20th. At 12.30 o'clock there will be
a service-in the College Clhapel, and at 3.15 Dr. Christopher
Addison, Minister of -Health,- will distribute the chief
prizes and address the sclool. There will be refreshments
in tlhe college grounds immediately after tllo prize-givina.
The sixty-seventlh annual genieral mlleeting of the governors
of the college was lheld ]on JuLne 25thi at the offices, 49,
-Bedford Square, London, W.C., witlh the treasurer, Sir
Henry Morris, in the clhair. The annual report of tlje
-coruiciF states-thint havier expenditure will be:necessaxy
in the next few vears to make good the deficiencies

and defects in the buildings, the result of ordinary
and prolonged wear and tear. Heavy additional ex-
penses are incurred by the higher scale of salaries, by
increases in the cost of board, and by the general rise
in wages and other outgoings. The expenditure account
shows a total deficit for the past year of £4,425. As a
result of the greatly increased cost of maintaining the
school the council has had to increase tlle scllool fees as
from September next for all boys. For many years there
has been a mortgage of £14,000 on the college lands and
buildings; the interest on the mortgage is higher and a
sum of £6,000 must be paid off at once. The council has
decided to create mortgage debenture bonds of £100 at
5 per cent., on tlle security of the college land and build-
ings, up to the amount of £25,000. The council is con-
fident that many friends of the college will take up
these debenitures, and thus show their appreciation of the
good work carried out not only by the college itself as an
educational institution, providing a first class education
for tlhe sons of medical men at low cost, but also by the
Royal Medical Foundation attached to the college, in
assisting necessitous medical men, their widows and
families.

MEDICAL GRADUATE WORK IN LONDON.
A CONSIDERABLE amount of post-graduate work has been
arranged in London during the summer montlhs, and
witlhin tlle next few weeks additional courses are
likely to be announced. At the National Hospital for
Diseases of the Heart a course extending over two weeks
will begin on Monday, July 19th. Work will begin at
10 a.m., the first session being devoted to practical
instruction in graplhic methods (including the polygraph
and electrocardiograplh); at 11.15 laboratory and clinical
demonstrations will be given illustrating the physiology,
pathology, and therapeutics of the heart and circulation;
clinical work in the wards and out-patient department will
occupy the afternoon, and a lecture will be delivered at 5 p.m.
-The number of entries for this course is limited, and it
is now almost complete. The North-East London Post-
Graduate College (Prince of Wales's Hospital, Tottenlham)
has arranged, in conjunction with tlle Fellowsship of
Medicine, an intensive course during the same period
covering the various departments of medicine and
surgery. Demonstrations will be given eaclh day
at 10.30 a.m., 11.45 a.m., 2 p.m., and 3 p.m. A
lecture (open to all qualified practitioners without
fee) will be delivered eaclh day at 4.30 p.m. Luncheon
will be obtainable in tlho neighbourlhood of the hos-
pital, and tea will be provided at 4 p.m. Courses of
lectuires are now being given at the London Hospital and
the Cancer Hospital. At tlle former Dr. Thleodore Tihomp-
son and Dr. George Riddoclh are giving a course on

neurology on the Tuesdays and Wednesdays in July and
August at 2 p.m., ending on August 18tli. At the Cancer
Hospital a course of clinical lectures on the diagnosis and
treatment of cancer is being given on the Tuesdays and
Fridays in July and August at 4.30 p.m. Mr. Victor
Bonney lhas resumed his "1 Talks on Gynaecology " at the
Middlesex Hospital eachi Saturday morning at 10.30
during July and August. The Wednesday afternoon lec-
tures at Quieen Charlotte's Hospital come -to an end on

July 28tlh. For September a course of proctology is being
arranged at St. Mark's Hospital, City Road, and the post-
poned course on sp. treatment will open at Batlh on
September 20tlh. The Balletin of tle Fellowship of
MIedicine contains th3 detailed syllabus of thlese courses,
togetlher witlh an extensive list of daily hiospital appoint-
ments open to members of the Fellowship of Medicine.
GrLaduates whlo intend to devote any portion of their time
to study in London are invited to communicate with tlle
Secretary of the Fellowship of Medicine, 1, Wimpole Street,
W1, stating thesclas of work in which tlhey are mIost
interested.-
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PRESENTATION TO SIR JOHN MIACALISTER.

PRESENTATION TO SIR JOHN MACALISTER.

THEI presentation of a testimoni.al to Sir Joln MacAlister,
subscribed by Ihis numerous fi iends, toolk place at thle
lhouse of the Royal Society of Medicine on July 7tlh, wvlhen
Sir Hutrapliry lRolleston, as tlhe last act of hiis presidency,
lhianded over to Sir Jolhn a clheqtue for £711. Sir Humplpry
said that those wlho lhad subscribed to the testimoniial
caine fromn a falr wider circle tlhan the Fellowvslhip of thie
Society ; at the same timree it was fiLting that the cerenmony
shlould take place at the Society's lhouse, for it was imiipos-
sible to tlhink of Sir Jolhn MacAlister witlhout tlhinlkitng
of the IRoyal Society of Mledicine. IHis friends kInew hiim
as a most unselfislh and devoted coumrade, capable not only
of warma sympathly, but of promptitude, even somnetimes
of impettuosity, fi rendering help. The late Sir William
Osler liad most liappily described hIim when lie said that
lhe was " the man whvlo poked the fire." The treasurer of
the testimonial fund, Sir Arbutlinot Lane, joined in Sir
Johin's praises, laying particular stress oni h;is patience in
thle niastery of detail; and the Secretarv, Mr. Percy Duinn,
indicated froin lhow far afield many of the contributions
liad come; thlere were subscribers in Bonnbay, Calcutta,
Adelaide, Monixbasa, and various cities in theC United
States, and oue contribution fromn Peking. Sir Johni
MacAlister; after expressing his thianks for thle gift, said
that lie had never served the Society for money. As a

youthi lie chiose medicine for the love of it, but ciLcum-
stances foiled hlis anibition, and, laigely thirough thle lhelp
of Sir Clifford Allbutt, lhe sectured the post hie liad most
coveted-that of librarian of the old Society in Berners
Street. There he hiad hioped still to find opportunity for
thle pursuit of his medical studies, but as lie became more
and more absorbed in the Society's affairs and saw the

Society to be an entitY capable of great expansion, the
idea of a inedical career for Ihimself was finally abandoned.
After a grateful tribute to hiis staff, he thlanked variouS
officers of the Society, past and present, in particular the
retiring president, wio, lie said, .had taken a m0Lore inti-
mate anid affectionate interest in the work of the Society
than any president in his experience. Whlien the Wimpole
Street bUilding was erected a duplicate set of keys was
made for thle president's benefit, but they hiad h1ung list-
less on their ring until Sir Humlphry Rolleston's tenure of
office, when they lhad been used, and used constantly.

A PIONEER IN AMERICAN NAVAL MEDICINE.
IN an article 1 based on much literary researce, especially
into many " Officers' Letters" scattered tlirough the
volumes covering the years 1809 to 1848 in the library
of thie, United States Navy Department, Captain F. L.
Pleadwel1, M.C., U.S.N., gives a biography of William Paul
Crillon Barton (1786-1856), whiose influence on the medical
and sanitary reform in the American NaEvy recalls that
of Sir Gilbert Blane at a ratlher early date in the Royal
Navy. Barton came of a literary family, and, as a con-

temporary writer remarks, "his forebears were eminently
qualified to infuse into his imind the rudiments of know-
ledge and the principles of virtue." His brother, John
Rhea Barton, was a distinguished surgeon and, as the
inventor of Barton's bandage, is still remembered; his
uncle, Benjamin Smith Barton, was professor of botany
and in later years succeeded Benjamin Rush as pro-
fessor of the theory and practice of medicine in the
University of Pennsylvania. Called William after his
father, tlle future naval surgeon received a classical
education at Princeton, wlere, like the other members
of his class, he assumed the name of some celebrated
character-in hiis case that of Count Paul Crillon-whose
initials lhe retained tlhroughout hiis life. After qualifying
in 1808, he practised for a year in Philadelphia, and then

entered the American navy, in which he distinguislhed
hiimself by his professional slkill, and particularly by hiis

The Military Sutrgeon. Washington,D.C., 1920,xlvi, 241-281.
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bold and fearless advocacy of necessary reforms in the
medical department and of improvemeiit in the status of
the naval sturgeon. Durina hlis periods of shore duty he
was most active, publislhing in 1814 hiis Treatise containing
a Plan for tle Initernal Organization and Government of
Marine Hositials, anid in 1830 anotlher entitled Fints for
Naval Ogicers Cru1isin1g inl tle TWest Indies. In 1815 lhe
succeeded hlis uncle as professor of botany in the University
of Peninsylvauia, aud on this subject also he wrote. When
tlhe Bueanu of Miedicine and Surgery in the Navy Depart-
ment was instituted lie became the first incumbent (1842-4),
aud iu this capacity corrected numerous abuses-niot, hiow-
ever, witlhout enicountering opposition and unpopularity,
so tljat after eilhteen montlhs lhe expressed lhis "' earnest
wislh to retire from- the scene of unavailing efforts." He
opposed thelz introduction of tlhe title "surgeon-general,'
wlliclh would otlherwise liave been his, and it was not
broughlit in until 1869. He was a remarkable persouality;
he was vehement in manner, andl a vein of irony and
sarcasm was perceptible in almost everytling lie said; lie
bad the eccenTtricity of genius, whiclh was prominent in his
dress. He was an accomplislhed performer on the violin
and fluLte, and a vigorous advocate of temperance, and in
hiis Hizlts for Naval Officet8 delivered hiimself as follows:
"A braudy-drinking )llysician! I cannot conceive of sulcIl
a thing. I will nlot admit it to be possible. I trust that
tlhere are none in tllh navy." Perhlaps it was more than a
coincidenice tllat soon after this expressioli of opinion he
was (ilrected to hold hiimself in readiness for duty in a

sliip called thle Brantdlyivine.

A MEETING Of tlle Medical Board of the Itternational
Red Cross League was lheld in Geneva during tlle first
days of tllis montlh. It was attended, amongi others, by
Sir Georgo Newm-an, Medical Officer to the Ministry of
Healtli and tlle Board of Education, and by Sir Walter
Fi'letcher, Secretary to the Medical Researchl Couucil.

DR. RICHARD A. BERRY, Professor of Anatomiiy in the
University of Melbourne, lhas been appointed Stewart
Lecturer for 1921 in that university. The lecttureslhip was
founded by the late Dr. Stewart to provide for the delivery
of tlhree lectures in Melbourne on some subject of national
importance to Australia. Professor Berry hias recently, in
conjunction with Mr. S. D. Porteus, Director of the
Researchl Laboratory of the Training Schlool at Vineland,
New Jersey, issued a report describing a practical metlhod
for the diagnosis of mental deficiency and other forms of
social inefficiency. Professor Berry will devote his Stewart
course to this subject.

THE Honorary Fellowship of the Royal College of
Surgeons of England was, on July 8th, formally con-
ferred on four distinguished foreign surgeons: Professor
A. Depage of Brussels, M. Pierre Duval of Paris, Professor
John Fiuney of Jolhns Hopkins University, Baltimore, and
Dr. Charles H. Mayo of Rochester, Minnesota, whose
brother, Dr. William Mayo, received the same honour in
1913. The admission of the four new honorary Fellows
was the first official act of the new President of the
College, Sir Anthony Bowlby, who had been elected -to
the office at the meeting of the council on that day.
Sir Anthony Bowlby, K.C.B., K.C.M.G., K.C.V.O., became
a Fellow in 1881, and, after the retiring president, Sir
George Makins, is the senior member of the council,
having held office since.1904. He was re-elected for a
furtlher period of five years at the head of the poll on
July 2nd. Last year he was appointed senior vice-
president of the College, and retired after long service
from the post of sr-geon to St. Bartholomew's Hospital.
He was Bradshaw Lecturer in 1915 and Hunterian Orator
iin 1919.
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