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Coronavirus: Timeline of the global spread of COVID-19 

  CORON AVIR US :  T IMELIN E OF  THE GLOB AL SPREAD OF COVID -19  

Pneumonia-like virus hits Wuhan 
On December 31, 2019, China notifies the World Health Organization of a string of respiratory 

infections in the city of Wuhan, home to some 11 million people. The root virus is unknown and 

disease experts around the world begin working to identify it. The strain is traced to a seafood 

market in the city, which is quickly shut down. Some 40 people are initially reported to be 

infected. 
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See overarching webpage: https://www.dw.com/en/cross-border-workers-coronavirus-pandemic-

italy-switzerland-austria-germany-quarantine/a-52737342 

See overlay of timeline with photos (text copied and pasted below): 

https://www.dw.com/overlay/media/en/coronavirus-timeline-of-the-global-spread-of-covid-

19/52145412/52737342  

CORONAVIRUS: TIMELINE OF THE GLOBAL SPREAD OF COVID-19 

1. Pneumonia-like virus hits Wuhan 

On December 31, 2019, China notifies the World Health Organization of a string of respiratory 

infections in the city of Wuhan, home to some 11 million people. The root virus is unknown and 

disease experts around the world begin working to identify it. The strain is traced to a seafood 

market in the city, which is quickly shut down. Some 40 people are initially reported to be infected. 

2. First death in China 

On January 11, 2020 China announces the first death from the coronavirus — a 61-year-old man, 

who had shopped at the Wuhan market, dies from complications with pneumonia. Like SARS and the 

common cold, scientists identified that the new virus is in the coronavirus family. It is temporarily 

named 2019-nCoV. Symptoms include fever, coughing, difficulty breathing, and pneumonia. 

3. Virus reaches neighbouring countries 

In the following days, countries such as Thailand and Japan begin to report cases of infections in 

people who had visited the same Wuhan market. In China, a second fatality is confirmed in the city. 

By January 20, three people have died in China and more than 200 are infected. 

4. Millions under lockdown 

China places Wuhan on quarantine on January 23 in an attempt to limit the spread of the virus. 

Transportation is suspended and workers attempt to quickly build a new hospital to treat infected 
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patients, which total over 830 by January 24, as the death toll climbs to 26. Officials eventually 

extend the lockdown to 13 other cities, affecting at least 36 million people. 

5. A global health emergency? 

More and more cases are confirmed outside of China, including in South Korea, the US, Nepal, 

Thailand, Hong Kong, Singapore, Malaysia and Taiwan. As the number of infections rises, the World 

Health Organization on January 23 determines that it's "too early" to declare a global public health 

emergency. 

6. Coronavirus reaches Europe 

On January 24, French authorities confirm three cases of the new coronavirus within its borders, 

marking the disease's first appearance in Europe. Hours later, Australia confirms four people have 

been infected with the respiratory virus. 

7. Lunar New Year holiday extended 

The Chinese Lunar New Year begins with subdued festivities on January 25. Officials cancel many 

major events in a bid to contain the outbreak, as millions of Chinese travel and take part in public 

celebrations. By late January, 17 Chinese cities, home to more than 50 million people, are in 

lockdown. Lunar New Year holidays are extended by three days to limit population flows. 

8. Borders with Mongolia, Hong Kong, eastern Russia close 

Cambodia confirms its first case, while Mongolia shuts its border with China for cars and Russia 

closes its borders in three regions in the Far East. The cost to global tourism is put in the billions and 

oil prices also plummet. The death toll rises to 41, with over 1,300 infected worldwide — mostly in 

China. Scientists hope to have the first coronavirus vaccines ready within three months. 

9. Germany braces for virus 

On January 27, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas says Germany is considering evacuating 

German nationals from Wuhan. There are no reported cases in Germany yet but officials are 

preparing to fight the virus. German researchers in Marburg are part of international efforts to work 

on a possible vaccine for the coronavirus. The death toll in China reaches 81, with 2,700 affected 

worldwide. 

10. First cases confirmed in Germany 

On January 27, Germany announces its first known case of the virus — a 33-year-old in Bavaria who 

contracted it during a workplace training with a visiting Chinese colleague. He is put under 

quarantine and observation at a Munich hospital. The following day, three of his colleagues are 

confirmed infected. The death toll in China reaches 132, with around 6,000 infected worldwide. 
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11. International evacuations begin 

On January 28, Japan and the US are the first countries to evacuate some of their citizens from 

Wuhan. Four of the Japanese passengers are taken to the hospital with fevers on arrival. Australia 

and New Zealand say they will also send planes to bring their citizens home. Global cases mount to 

nearly 6,000 infections, more than the 2002-03 SARS outbreak that killed roughly 800 people. 

12. WHO declares global health emergency 

On January 30, the UN's World Health Organization (WHO) declares coronavirus a public health 

emergency of international concern in a bid to protect countries with "weaker health systems." 

However, WHO Secretary-General Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus does not recommend trade and 

travel restrictions, saying these would be "an unnecessary disruption." 

13. First death outside China 

The first death linked to the novel coronavirus outside of China is reported in the Philippines on 

February 2. A 44-year-old Chinese man had travelled from Wuhan to Manila before falling ill and 

being taken to hospital, where he later died of pneumonia. 

14. Bad ending to a cruise 

Also on February 3, the cruise ship Diamond Princess is quarantined off Yokohama in Japan after 

cases of the new coronavirus were found on board. As of February 17, the number of people 

infected has grown to more than 450, the largest cluster of cases outside of China. Several of the 

3,700 passengers and crew onboard the ship are being or have been flown back to their home 

countries. 

15. New methodology, new statistic 

On February 13, China's Hubei province registers the highest-ever one-day total of infections. This 

comes, however, after authorities announced that they had begun including people diagnosed using 

new clinical methods — CT scans for lung infections instead of the previous nucleic acid tests — in 

official statistics. 

16. 'Cult-like' South Korean church linked to outbreak 

South Korea experiences a surge in coronavirus cases, now designated COVID-19 by the WHO, with 

their first death on February 21. Fingers are pointed at the "cult-like" Shincheonji Church. Half of the 

cases in South Korea are linked to the group. Thousands of worshipers spread the virus during 

services. On March 2, authorities announce they would investigate the church’s leader. 

17. Italy under quarantine 

Cases in Italy rise dramatically, with 77 deaths and thousands of confirmed cases by March 3. Many 

countries instigate travel restrictions to northern Italy and tourist numbers plummet. On March 8, 

the Italian government put the entire Lombardy region into quarantine, affecting 16 million people. 

March 10 sees 168 fatalities in Italy, the highest in a single day. 
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18. Economic woes 

European and US stock markets slump on March 6, leading to the worst week since the 2008 

financial crisis. The effect on global business has been significant, with many companies reporting 

losses and the tourism industry and airlines badly hit. The EU pledge €7.5 billion ($8.4 billion) on 

March 10 in an investment fund to try to stop the Eurozone falling into a recession. 

19. Pandemic: Merkel warns 70% of Germans could be infected 

As worldwide cases top 127,000 and deaths pass 4,700, the World Health Organization designated 

the global outbreak as a "pandemic" on March 11. US President Donald Trump announces a travel 

restriction on people coming from the Schengen Zone in Europe, annoying the EU. German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel announces that Germany 70% of the population could get the virus. Four 

Germans are now dead. 

20. International travel severely restricted 

As of March 15, many countries have imposed strict travel bans or restrictions in an attempt to stop 

the spread of Covid-19. For example, New Zealand and Australia have required all international 

passengers to self-isolate for 14 days after arrival in the country. The US extended a European travel 

ban to include the United Kingdom and Ireland. 

21. Public life on hold in Europe 

On March 14, Spain joined Italy in imposing a near-total nationwide lockdown in a bid to prevent the 

virus spreading. The population of 46 million was told not to leave their homes unless for essential 

tasks. In France, cafes, restaurants and nonessential shops were closed as of March 15. Many public 

events in Germany have been cancelled and schools closed. 
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